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and his examination of our osteological collection ; to Dr.
Thomas of the Geological Survey for 'his report of the rocks
brought back; and not least to Mr. Sydney Ray, who has given
most valuable time to our vocabularies of the language.
With regard to our journeyings and labours in the field, we are
under great obligation to Mr. Edwards, the Chilean Minister in
London, through whose representations his Government were
good enough to grant us special facilities in their ports.   The
Expedition owes much to Messrs, Balfour & Williamson of
London, and the firms connected with them in Chile, California,
and New York ; most especially to Messrs, Williamson & Balfour
of Valparaiso for their permission to visit Easter Island and help
throughout.   We are also very grateful to the manager of the
ranch, Mr. Percy Edmunds, for his practical aid on the island ;
since we left he has obtained for us a skin of the sacred bird
which we had been unable to procure, and forwarded with it
the negative of fig. 65, taken at our request.
. It has been impossible in the compass of this book to express
our gratitude to all those who gave help and hospitality on both
the outward and homeward voyage.   We can only ask them to
believe that we do not forget, and that the friendship of many
is, we trust, a permanent possession.
For professional help in the production of this book it is a
pleasure to acknowledge the skill and patience of Miss A. Hunter,
who has assisted in preparing the sketches, and of Mr. Gear,
President of the Royal Photographic Society, who has worked
up the negatives; also of Mr. F. Batchelor, of the Royal Geo-
graphical Society, who has drawn all the maps*
It	fefcett always an easy
matter to write of such different interests amidst the tltgent
claims and stupendous events since the time of our return ; but
if any soul rendered sad by the war, or anxiously facing the pro-
blems of a new world, finds a few hours' rest surrounded by the
blue of the sea or face to face with the everlasting calm of the
great statues, then it will give very real happiness to
the stewardess of the
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